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Will of William Gardiner 

In the name of god be it amen The xxiijth day of Novembre, the yere of our lord mlcccclxxx 

And the xx yere of the Reigne of kyng Edward the iiijth I William Gardyner Citezein And 

ffisshmonger of the Citie of London. And ffreman of the same Citee beyng of hole mynd And 

in good memorie laude & praysyng be vnto Allmighty god make & ordeign this my present 

Testament. As to the Disposicion of all my londes & tenementes Romes Reuersions & 

seruices with their Appurtennances the whichI haue in haywharflane beside Thamse strete in 

the parishhe of all hallowen the moore of London in the forme that followeth that is to weete 

wher  as Thomas Bryan Gentilman Geffrey Boleyn Richard Lee Aldreman Thomas Eyre of 

the parish of Seynt Bartholomew the lytle in London Draper Thomas Burgoyne Thomas 

More John Lamborne And William Light Gentliman by their dede enrolled in the hustenges 

of London of comon place holden the Monday next after the ffest of Seynt Agath the virgyn 

the yere of the Reign of King Edward the fourth after the conquest the ffirst [dumsed] & 

confermed to me the saide William Gardener And to Edward Story clerk late parson of the 

parissh church of Allhalowen the More aforesaid Thomas Rigby Gentilman Thomas Danyell 

Dyer John Bele Dyer And Richard Hynton Scryvaner all the said londes & tenementes Rentes 

Reuersions & seruices, with their Appurtennances sett in the said parissh of Alhallowen the 

more in Thamse strete of London the which William Petteworth sumtyme held for time of his 

lyf the which William att tyme of the said dymise to vs the said William Gardener Edward 

Thomas Rigby Thomas Danyelle John Bele& Richard Hynton made was dede. Wherthrugh 

the said Thomas Bryan Geffrey Boleyn Richard Lee Thomas Eyre Thomas Burgoyne 

Thomas More John Lamborne and William Light of And in all the said londes and 

tenementes Rentes Reuersions & seruices with their Appurtennances than were lawfully And 

peasibly seased in their demeane as of ffee. To haue And to hold all the same londes & 

tenementes Rentes Reuersions And Seruices with their Appurtennances to me the said 

William Gardener. And to the said Edward Story Thomas Rigby Thomas Danyelle John Bele 

and Richard Hynton to one heires And Assignes for euermore. As by the said dede to vs 

therof made more pleynly it may Appere. By vertue of which demise And confirmacion I the 

said William Gardener, And the said Edward Story Thomas Rigby Thomas Danyelle John 

Bele and Richard Hynton were lawfully seased of And in the said londes & tenementes 

Rentes Reuersions and seruices with their Appurtennances in one demeane as of ffee, And of 

such Estate the said  Richard Hynton dyed seased. After whos decesse I the said William 

Gardener And the said Edward Story Thomas Rigby Thomas Danyell & John Bele held [Gg] 

in the said londes & tenementes Rentes Reuersions and seruices with their Appurtennance by 

wey of Suvivre. And by Right of Reveyng. And  of theym we were than lawfully seased in 

one demeane as of ffee.  And after that the said Edward Story by his dede of Releasse 

Reuised and Relessed to me the said William Gardener And to myn heires all his Right And 

estate which he then had of And in the said londes & tenementes Rentes Reuersions & 

seruices with their Appurtennances, And after that the said Thomas Rigby Thomas Danyell & 

John Bele by their dede of Relesse Remised & Relessed to me the said William Gardener 

And to myn heires all their Right and estate which they than had of And in all the said londes 

and tenementes Rentes Reuersions and seruices with their Appurtennances. As by the said 

seuerall deedes of Relesse more playnly it may appere. By vertue of which Relesses I the said 

William Gardener was than soule seased of and in all the said londes and tenementes Rentes 

Reuersions & seruices with their appurtennances in my demeane as of ffee. And so stond I 

soule seased of theym in my demeane as of ffee the day of the date of theise presentes. 

Wherfor I the said William Gardner of And in all the said londes & tenementes Rentes 

Reuersions And seruices with thier appurtennances so beyng sole seased by this my present 



Testament bequeth, geve and graunte to the Pryour and convent of the hous of the ffrere 

Austeyns of London for the tyme beyng. An Annuell Rent of iiij li. of lawefull money of 

England. To be had levyed and preyved to the said Priour and couent. And to then 

Successours for euer more of And in all the londes And tenementes Rentes Reuersions and 

seruices aforsaid with their appurtennances. Att iiij times of the yere vsuely in the Citee of 

London by even portcions. The ffirst time of payment therof to begynne Att that vsuell terme 

of the iiij vsual times aforesaid that shall fortune to fall next & immedialty after such tyme as 

margarett my wif if she outlyve me be maryed. After my decesse to any manner persone Or 

elles after such tyme as she make defaute. Any yere after my decesse While she abideth sole 

vnmaryed of the kepyng of my obite in the said parishe church of Alhallowen the more 

contrarie to  such fourme. As she by me here vnderwriten shall be Assigned to kepe it or elles 

after suche tyme As she depart out of this mortall lyf. And I will ordeign and graunte by this 

my present Testament that if and as often As the said Annuell Rent of iiij li. After it be fall or 

come to the possession of the said Priour. And convent or of there Successours by vertue of 

my saide legacie And graunte comprised in this my present Testament be byhynde vnpaid in 

part or in all. Att any time of payment therof aforesaid that it oweth to be paid that than it 

shall be lefull to the said Pryour And covent. And to there Successours by theym self or by 

their sufficiant deputee in the said londes and tenementes Rentes Reuersions And seruices 

with their Appurtennances. And in euery parcell of the same for to entre And distreyn, And 

distresses soo taken lefully for to bere lede dryve carye Away and to Reteyne towardes theym 

vnto the tyme that the said Annuell Rent of iiij li. with tharrearages of the same to tyme soo 

be fully satisfied & paid. The which Annuell Rent I woll & ordeign  that it shall be applyed 

disposed & conuerted by the said Priour And his Successours yerely for euermore vnto suche 

vse and entent. As her [] foloweth that is to were that euery Priour of the said house for the 

tyme beyng yerely for euermore shall cause ordeyn And assigne suche A ffrere of the said 

ordre the which  shall be assigned willed or suffered to syng the ij de Masse dayly to be doon 

in the convent church of the said house of ffreeres dayly in his suche masse for euermore for 

to pray specially for my Soule. And the soule of my said margarette my wif whan hit shall 

please all mightly god to call her out of this mortall lyf. And for the Soules of my ffader. And 

my moder And for all cristen Soules. And I woll that whan so euer And as often As Any 

suche frere syngyng the said ijde masse shall goo vnto the lavatorie in his suche masse tyme 

that he Att alvter turne his face vnto the people ther beyng present afore hym. And will theym 

to pray for the said soules of me And of the said margarett my wif by name And for the 

Soules of my ffader And my moder. And for alle cristen Soules. And thervppon say ther 

fortwith openlythe Psalme. Deprofundis claimain &c. wich the Colett vsed comonly to be 

saide for the same Psalme. And also that euery Pryour of the same place for the tyme beyng 

kepe And holde myne obite yerely for euermore in the conuent church of the ffrere Austeyns 

aforsaid to be doon by the couent of the ffreres of the same place or by the more partie of 

tyme Solemnly by noote oon the day that it shall fortune me to departe out of this wrecched 

lyf. As the course of the yere gooth Aboute dooyng over [ ] placebo. And dirige by noote. 

And one the morne folowyng Masse of Regimen of noote. And I woll that the said priour for 

the tyme beynge of the said Annuell Rent of iij li. bestowe dispose & distribute yerely for 

euermore beyning of the said Annuell Rent of iij li. bestowe dispose & distribute yerely for 

euermore among the ffreres of the same place beyng present & helpyng. Att the said obitte in 

then saide conuent chirch the same day that the said obite be so doon xiij s. iiij d. And to that 

ffrere. And thoo ffreres so beyng And doyng the said ij de masse with the obseruances 

aforesaid Att same masse tyme in the said convent church to be disposed among theym that is 

to witte to summe of theym lesse. And to summe of theym more. After the Rate of then tyme 

of Seyng And doying the same ij de masse with thobseruances aforsaid. Att same masse tyme 

in the said couent church xliij s. iiij d. yerely for euermore to thentent that euery ffrere so 



seyng and doyng the said ij de masse with thobseruances aforesaid Att same masse tyme in 

the said couent chirch may haue cause to pray the more tenderly for my Soule. And the 

Soules aforsaid. And the residue of the said Annuell Rent of iiij li. Amounting xxiij s. iiij d. I 

woll that euery pryor of the said house for the tyme beyng conuante and Applie toward the 

Supportacion of the charges of the said place And I wool and desire the chamberleyn of the 

citie of London for the tyme beyng that it wold please hym whan his ley for woll fine hym of 

his charitie to haue A surveying vpon the said ffrere daily syngyng. And doyng the said ijde 

masse Att the said ffreere Austeyns that the same ffrere wele & truly doo All thobseruances 

in euery his such masse. As I haue assigned. Aboue by hym to be doon. And that he haue 

therfor yerely for euermore of the Pryour of the said place for the tyme beyng  his such 

wages. As I haue Assigned Aboue for hym to haue And that euery pryour of the same place 

for the tyme beyng yerely for euermore so hold & kepe my said Obitte in the said couent 

chirch ther in forme aforsaid. And dispose among the ffreres kepyng the same obit xiij s. iij d. 

in forme aforsaid. And dispose among the ffreres kepyng the same obite xiij s. iiij d. yerely 

for euermore vndre such forme as is aboue rechereced. And I woll & ordeyn by this my 

present Testament that if it fall soo hereafter that Any ffrere syngyng dayly the said ij de 

mase in the convent chirch of thre ffrere Austyns aforsaid after the said Annuell Rent of iiij li. 

by force of my graunte aforesaid be levable to the Pryor And covent aforsaidfor the tyme 

beyng make defante Any day in his suche ij de masse to pray for my Soule, And the other 

Soules aforsaid or for to doo Any manner observance in his such masse tyme which after 

myn entent aforsaid by hym oweth to the obserued for lak of payment of his said Salarie or 

otherwise Or elles that Any pryour of the said place for the tyme beyng Any yere in his tyme 

kepe not or hold not my said Obite ther infourme aforsaid. Or elles if he yerely in shi tyme 

kepe or hold my said Obite ther. And distribute nott yerely xiij s. iiij d. Among the ffreres 

helpyng in the said Obite like as I haue assigned before to be doon. That thend my said 

bequest & graunte made to the said Priour and conuent of the said place by force of this my 

Present Testament of the said Annuell Rent of iiij li. than be voied And of noon effecte in the 

lawe. But than I bequeth geve & graunte by this my present testament to the Chamberlyn of 

the Citee of London for the tyme beyng the said Annuell Rent of iij li. To be had levyed and 

prevyded to the said Chamberleyn. And to his Successours Chamberleyns of the said Citee 

for the tyme beyng foreuermore. Of and in all the londes and tenementes Rentes Reuersions 

& seruices aforsaid with thier Appurtennances. Att iiij times of the yere vsuelly in the Citie of 

London by even porcions. And I woll that thann the said Annuell Rent be Applyed & 

conuerted by the said Chamberleyn. And his saide Successours to the Reparacion & 

supportacion of the water conduiters of the said Citee of London. And to the supportacion 

And Reparacion of the pipes of lede conveying the waters to the said conduits of the said 

Citie. And I woll ordeyn & graunte by this my present testament that if And as often As the 

said Annuell Rent of iiij li. After it befall or come to the possession of the said Chamberlayn. 

And to his Successours for the time beyng by vertue of this my present Testament be by hynd 

vnapid and in part or in All. Att Any terme of payment thereof Aforesaid that it oweth to be 

paid. That than it shall be lefull to the said Chamberlayn. And to his successors in the said 

londes. And tenementes Rentes Reuersions & seruices. With their Appurtennances And in 

euery parcell of the same for to entre. And distreyne And distresses soo taken leefully for to 

bere lede dryve cary And to receyue towards theym in to the tyme that the said Annuell Rent 

of iiij li. wich tharrearages of the same to theym so be fully satisfyed And paide. Item I 

bequeth yeve & graunte by this my present Testament. To maister Olyuer Kyng parson of the 

parissh Churche of All Hallowen the more in Thamse strete of London the now is. And to the 

parson of the same parish chirch of Alhallowen the more the which for the tyme shall And to 

Robert Palmer Barbour And Stephen Traps Taillour Citezeins of London wardeyns of the 

goodes Ornamentes and werkes of the same church which now being. And to other wardeyne 



of the goodes Ornamentes and werkes of the same chirch the which for the tyme shall be. An 

Annuell Rent of x s. of laufull money of England. To be had levyed and perceyued to the said 

parson And wardeyns And to their Successors parsons of the said chirch. And wardeyns of 

the goodes Ornamentes And werkes of the same chirch for the tyme beyng for euermore of 

And in all the londes & tenementes Rente Reuersions And seruices aforsaid with their 

Appurtennances Att iiij termes of the yere vsuelly in the Citie of London by even porcions. 

The first time of payment therof to begyn Att the vsuell time of the iiij vsuell times aforesaid 

that shall fortune to fall next. And immediately after suche tyme As the said margarett my wif 

if he she only be me be maried after my decesse to Any manner persone or elles after such 

tyme As she make defaute. Any yere after my decesse while she Abideth soule vnmaryed of 

the kepyng of myn obite in the said parish Chirche of Alhallowen the more contrarie to suche 

forme As she by me here vndrewriten shall be Assigned to kepe it or elles after suche tyme. 

As she depart out of this mortall lyf. And I woll ordeign & graunte by this my present 

testament that if And as often As the said Annuell Rent of x s. after it be fall or come to the 

possession of the said parson And chirchewardeyns or of their Successors by vertue of this 

my present testament be byhynd vnpaid in part or in all Att Any time of payment thereof 

Aforesaid that it oweth to be paid that than it shall be leefull to the said person And chirche 

wardeyns for the tyme beyng. And to there Successors in the londes And tenementes Rentes 

Reuersions And seruices with their Appurtenances And in euery parcell of the same for to 

entre. And distreyn. And distresse soo taken leefully for to be bere lede dryve carie Away. 

And to receyn towardes theym in to the tyme that the said Annuell  Rente of x s. with 

tharrearages of the same so to be fully satisfied and paid. The which Annuell Rent of x s. I 

woll. And ordeign that it shalbe Applyed disposed And converted by the wardeyns of the said 

parisshe church of all halowen for the tyme beyng in kepyng yerely for euermore. An obite 

by noot for my Soule And other soules her vndrewriten in the said parishe chirch of 

Alhallowen in the forme suyng that is to witt. I woll that the wardeyns of the said parishe 

chirch of Alhallowen for the tyme beyng. Assone as the said annuell rent of x s. be falle or 

come to the possession of the said personne And chirchewardeyns or of their Successors by 

vertue of this my present testament doo hold out of this mortall lyf in the parish chirch of 

Alhallowen the more aforesaid that is to wite with placebo. And dirige by noote on even. And 

with masse of Regimein by noote on the morowe folowynge. What rights and all other 

obseruances to such An obite comencment. And Apperteyning And that they spende yerely 

for euermore in the said obite so to be kept the said Annuell Rent of x s. in the forme 

followyng that is to wite to the person of the same parishe church of Alhallowen for the tyme 

beyng or to his deputee ther beyng present Att the said obite And helpyng in the same xij d. 

to euery preeste of the iiij prestes of the same church beyng present. And helpyng. Att same 

obite v d. to the ells parisshe clerkes ther vndre the same fourme to be evenly deuyded 

betwene theym viij d. And to the same ij parish clerkes for ryngyng of the belles ther in the 

said obites viiij d. for brede & ale to be prouided for the recreacion of the said parson or his 

said deputie prestes And clerkes And other commyng to the said obite ij s. to the ij churche 

wardeyns of the same parisshe church to be deuided evenly betwene theym for to see the said 

obitte so kept xvj d. And to the weekes of the body of the same church ij s. And I woll And 

ordeign by this my present Testament that if or whan soo euer the said chirchwardens of the 

said chirch of Alhallowen the more or their Successors for the tyme beyng. And yere after the 

decesse of me. And of my said wif make defaute of the kepyng of my said obite in the said 

parisshe church of Allhallowen the more contrarie to the forme aforsaid that than my said 

bequest & graunte made to the said parson and chirchewardeyns of the said parisshe chirch of 

Allhallowen the more by force of this my present Testament of the said Annuell Rent of x s. 

than be voide. And of noone effect in the lawe. But than I bequeath yeve and graunte by this 

my present Testament . To the Chamberleyn of the Citie of London for the tyme beyng  the 



said Annuell Rent of x s. To be had levyed And perceyued to the said Chamberleyn. And to 

his Successors, Chamberleyns of the said Citie of London for the tyme beyng for euermore of 

And in all the londes & tenementes Rentes reuersions & seruices aforesaid with thier 

Appurtenances. Att iiij times of the yere vsuely in the Citee of London by even porcions to 

thentent that the Chamberleyn of the said Citie for the tyme beyng assone as the said Annuell 

Rent of x s. be fall or comme vnto his possession by vertue of this my present Testament doo 

hold And kepe myn obite Solempnely by noote on the day that it shall fortune me to depart 

out of this mortall lyf in the parisshe church of Alhallowen the more aforsaid that is to witt 

with placebo & dirige by noote ouer even And with masse of Regimen by noote on the 

morowe followyng with lightes. And other obseruances the same obite yerely for euermore 

the said annuell Rent of x s. in the forme folowyng that is to wite to the parson of the said 

parissh church of Alhallowen the more for the tyme beyng or to his deputee ther beyng 

present. Att said obite And helpyng in the same xij d. To euery preest of iiij Preestes of the 

same parisshe Chirch beyng present to be evenly deuided betwene theym viij d.  And to the 

same ij parishe Clereks for Ryngyng of the said parson or his said deputee prestes. And 

Clerkes And other commyng to the said obite ij s. And to the said Chamberleyn for to ordeign 

And see the said Obite yerely so kept ij s. And to be distributed by hym or by his deputee 

Among poore householders of the parish of Alhallowen xvj d. And I woll ordeyn & graunte 

by this my present Testament that if And as often as the said Annuell Rent  of x s. after it be 

fall or come to the possession of the said Chamberleyn or of Any of his Successors by vertue 

of this my present Testament be bulyded vnpaid in part or in all att Any time of payment 

therof aforsaid that it oweth to be paid that than it shall be leefull to the said Chamberlayne. 

And to his Successors in the said londes & tenementes Rentes Reuersions And seruices with 

taken leefully for to bere lede dryve carie Awaye. And to Retayne towardes them to the tyme 

that the said Annuell Rent of x s. with tharrearages of the same to theym soo be fully satisfied 

& paid. Item by this my present Testamen I geve & bequeth to the said Margarett my wif all 

my said londes & tenementes  Rentes Reuersions & Seruices with their appurtennances. To 

haue and to hold to the same Margarett my wif. And to her assignes right accustomed vndre 

the condicion suying that is so wite. That the said margarett my wif After my deceasse kepe 

her self A wydowe soule & vnmaryed duryng her lyf And also that she euery yere after my 

decesse duryng her lif of the issues profites And Reuenues comyng of the said londes & 

tenementes do hold & kepe myn obite Solempnely by noote on the day that it shall fortune 

me to depart out of this wreched world & dirige by noote one even. And with masse of 

Regimen by note ouer the morowe followynge which lightes And all other obseruances to 

such And obite commencement And Apperteyning And that the psend dispose & distribute 

yerely in the same obite so to be kept duryng her lif x s. in the forme folowyng that is to wite 

to the parson of the same parissh church or Alhallowen for the tyme beyng or to his deputee 

ther beyng present att said obite. And helpyng in the same xij d. To euery prest of the iiij 

prestes of the same parisshe church beyng present & helpynge Att same 6 d. To the ij 

parisshe Clerkes ther vndre the same fourme to be evenly deuided betwene theym viij d. And 

to the same ij parisshe clerkes for Ryngyng of the belles ther in the said obite viij d. ffor 

brede & Ale to be prouided for the Recreation of the said parson or his said deputee prestes & 

Clerkes. And other commyng to the said obit ij s. to the two wardeyns of the same parissh 

chirch to be evenly deuided betwene theym for to see the said obite soo kept xvj d. And to the 

werkes of the body of the same chirch ij s. And I woll ordeign & bequeath by this my present 

Testament that if And whan so euer the said Margaret my Wif one like me. And after my 

deceasse be maryed vnto Any man persone Or elles if she make defaute any yere after my 

decesse. While she abideth sould vnmaried of the kepyng of my said obite in the said parish 

chirch of Alhallowen the more contrarie to the form aforsaid, Or ells that she departe out of 

this mortall lif that then And so soon All the said londes & tenementes Rentes Reuersions & 



seruices with their Appurtennances shall immediatly Remayn vnto the wardeyns & 

comminaltie of the ffremen of the misterye or Craft of Fullers of the citee of London for the 

tyme beyng. To haue And to hold to theym. And to their Successors to be applyed toward the 

Supportation of the charges of the said Misterie for euermore. Of the chief lordes of the ffee 

by the service thereof due And of the Accustomed vndre this condicion that the wardeyns of 

the ffremen of the said Mistery for the tyme beyng whan soeuer the said londes & tenementes 

Rentes  Reuersions and seruices with the Appurtennances After the forme aforesaid shall 

comme to their handes & possession. Wele & truely pay And bere yerely for euermore the 

Annuell Rentes aboue reherced chargeable vpon the same. Att times therof Aboue lymyted 

And also euery yere for euermore wele and sufficiantly from tyme to tyme Repaire and 

susteyne all the londes & tenementes aforesaid A s often As nede shall it Requyre without 

Any maner delay. And I will ordeign and bequeth by this my present Testament that if the 

wardeyns of the ffremen of the said misterie or crafte of ffullers or their Successors. And 

tyme herafter kepe nott the said londes & tenementes duely repaired but suffre theym to be 

vnrepayred by A graunt of A yere one or after tyme that they nede to be Repaired. And woll 

not doo due Reparacion vpon theym. Within A grant of A yere next suyng aft such tyme As 

they by the said Chamberleyn of the said Citee of London for the tyme beyng or by euery 

other on his behalf shall be warned therof or required therto that than my said bequest by me 

before made to the said wardeyns & commonaltie of the ffreemen of the said misterie or craft 

of fullers of London of my said londes & tenementes And other the premisses ceasse And be 

vtterly determined & voide And than by this my present testament. I yeve & bequeth all my 

said londes And tenementes Rentes Reuersions & seruices with their Appurtennances vnto 

the master and commondalitie. And to their Successors masters & commonalties of the same 

citie for the time beyng for euermore to be Applyed oonly to the vse of the Sustentacion of 

the charges of the water conduices of the said citie of Lonodn, And also beryng the charges 

aforesaid in manner & fourme as is abouesaid As they woll Answer therto afore almightly 

Jhesus Crist beyng soueraign And Hugh Juge Att dredefull day of Jugement And of this my 

present Testament. I make and ordeign myn Executors the said Margarett my wif And my 

Right Worshipfull Brother Richard Gardener Citezein & Alderman of the Citee of London. In 

witnesse wherof to this my present testamen I haue sett my Seale geven the xxiij day of 

Novembre. And yeres aboue reherced 

Parker f 


